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Opening Hymn                    

Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying                            LSB 597 

 

 

 
 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 
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Invocation                                                             
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The Litany                                                             

 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 
passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 

judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 

Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them 
in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have 
erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany 
Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 
weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our 

country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 
magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all 
who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their 
blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to 
have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve 

for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
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Introit                                                                      Psalm 100; antiphon: Psalm 101:1 

 
 

I will sing of steadfast love and | justice;* 
 to you, O LORD, I will make | music. 

     Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth!* 
 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with | singing! 

Know that the LORD, | he is God!* 
 It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his | pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his | courts with praise!* 
 Give thanks to him; | bless his name! 
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures for- | ever,* 
 and his faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 

     Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
          and to the Holy | Spirit; 
     as it was in the be-|ginning,* 
          is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will sing of steadfast love and | justice;* 
 to you, O LORD, I will make | music. 

 

Collect of the Day                       

                O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without 
consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign 
with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 

The First Reading                                              Acts 1:12-26 
Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, 
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with 
one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers. 

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 
120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. For he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man bought a field with the 
reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 
out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 
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So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—
one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who 
know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

 
 

Gradual                                                                                    adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
              [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
               he has put all things un- | der his feet. 
 

Epistle                                                                                          1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you 
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer 
or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but 
let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing 
good. . . . 
 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 
the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel                                                                                      John 17:1-11 

 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour 
has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work 
that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with 
you before the world existed. 
 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you 
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have given me is from you. For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received 
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 
am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 
given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.” 
 
 
Here, say:  
 
The Apostles Creed 
 
 
Sermon Hymn                                  

Christ is the World’s Redeemer                    LSB 539 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 

 
The Sermon: The Praying Savior John 17:1-11     

Dear hearers in Christ, He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The risen Jesus says to His Father in our text, “I am praying for them. I am not praying for the 

world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are 
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mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are one” (John 17:9-11). This is the Word of the Lord.  

 
Jesus prays for you. That’s profound. 
 
It might not seem profound, so let’s set the scene a little bit more.  
 
You’re sitting in a church that can be no more than a third full for a service that’s only half as 

long as it ought to be. You’re wearing a mask, or you’re not; and you’re distracted from the Word by 
who else is and isn’t, what they should be doing and, really, what you should be doing, too. You’re 
irritated because you’ve lost a lot of conveniences and routines, because this is going on and on, 
because the headlines are full of bad predictions about what this will do to civil rights, religious freedom, 
the economy and employment. You’re frustrated because a return to normal takes a while, and we 
could go backwards at any time.  

 
When you’re irritated and frustrated, it doesn’t bring out the best in you: impatient people grow 

more impatient, cranky people get crankier, stubborn people dig in their heels and worriers worry more. 
You turn in on yourself more. Temptations you can normally resist become easier to accept. This 
probably means that you’re kind of tired of other people and you’re kind of tired of yourself. You don’t 
want to be that way and you don’t want others to be that way. You’d like all of this just to go away and 
get back to normal. 

 
On top of that, totally non-covid problems haven’t gone away. If you weren’t getting along with 

your boss before, that probably hasn’t gotten better; and if things were tense at home before, this 
hasn’t brought peace. If you were behind on payments, trying to resolve an insurance dispute or getting 
some therapy, chances are that your efforts to accomplish these things have increased your intake of 
headache medicine. If you’ve been going to school or teaching school, it’s been a lot more tedious and a 
lot less effective. No, other problems haven’t gone away, but now they’re harder to deal with.  

 
Things are not the way that they’re supposed to be, and that gets old. It’s maddening. 
 
Of course, things haven’t been the way they’re supposed to be since Genesis 3. You’ve never 

lived in the normal, at least not the norm that God intended. You tend to be a little short-sighted on this. 
When you’ve got your routine, your freedom to move around and do what you want to do, it’s easy to 
confess that you’re a sinner who deserves nothing but God’s temporal wrath and eternal punishment, 
because His wrath doesn’t feel all that crushing and maybe you don’t need to take it so seriously. But if 
the Lord allows a bit of temporal affliction, then you’re likely to get aggravated.  

 
Here’s the question, then: if you really mean that you’re a sinner who deserves nothing good 

from God, shouldn’t a little dose of affliction move you to repentance rather than aggravation? 
Shouldn’t it move you to thankfulness at how much the Lord provides and preserves, even right now?  

 
Whatever else is true of this pandemic and the world’s response, the coronavirus is a great 

demonstration of how frail and feeble is mankind in mind and body. Once upon a time, man started 
building a tower to the heavens in order to declare himself equal to God, and God quickly scattered 
them for their trouble. More recently, they’ve built a Babel out of science and technology, mortared by 
claims of enlightenment and progress, declaring God to be non-essential, if not non-existent. Then, all of 
a sudden, the world is hiding indoors because of a fearsome enemy so small that we can’t even see it.  
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All of this to say: whether you look at the track record of mankind or your own heart, shouldn’t 

it fill you with wonder that the Lord hasn’t just washed His hands and said, “I’m done with you people”?  
 
But He doesn’t. Instead, Jesus prays for you. He intercedes before His Father on your behalf 

even now, and you get a taste of what He prays from His prayer for you in John 17. 
 
He prays that the Father would glorify Him as He glorifies the Father. This is all about the cross, 

of course, which is less than a day away when He prays. Please note who is saying this, as He reveals 
Himself just in this snippet of Scripture: this is not some helpless martyr who is carried like a leaf on the 
wind. This is the Son of God who has authority over all flesh, and who exercises His power foremost not 
to knock heads together, but to be merciful. This is not just another mighty man of faith like Moses, but 
the Son of God from eternity whom the Father has sent into our time and space, and who has gladly 
consented to become flesh. This is Jesus who, rather than assert His authority, sit on a throne and show 
sinners how it’s done; bears with sinners, takes their sins and afflictions, and dies in their place. Rather 
than say, “If you’re going to continue to ignore Me, misquote Me and twist My teaching to justify your 
sin, I’m going to leave you in your sin and death;” He keeps giving a steady diet of words, His words and 
the Father’s words, for their salvation. When mankind puts Him to death to get rid of Him, He consents 
to it in order to get rid of their sin. When He rises again and leaves the world by way of His ascension, He 
does so not to abandon the sinking ship, but to prepare a place for His people.  

 
And because you’re still here, He prays for you. He who made you His in baptism keeps you in 

His Word in order to keep you in repentance and faith. Rather than remain in the holies of heaven, He 
keeps returning to this unsanitized, unholy, sin-sickened world to give you His body and blood, to renew 
you in His holiness, to preserve you for everlasting life. By His Word and by His Supper, He joins you to 
Himself; and in a mystery far beyond anything we can understand, He says that we are one with Him 
and with one another – as one as He and the Father are one with the Holy Spirit.  

 
One of the most encouraging things that one Christian can say to another is, “I’m praying for 

you.” It means, “I remember you, and I keep reminding God of your need and His promises to you.” Be 
of good cheer, my friends. Despite all the abnormal stresses and trials of this present time, despite all 
the normal stresses and trials, despite all the dreck you’ve got to wade through and all the dreck that 
you’ve done and are; Jesus prays for you. He visits you and strengthens you. The more you insist that 
you deserve better or justify your frustrations, the more likely you are to miss His visitation. Repent, my 
friends, and rejoice. The Savior knows you by name, and He prays for you.  

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 
  

Prayer of the Church                                                                                     

Lord, You have promised not to abandon Your people but to be with us always. Grant us grace 
to hear Your Word with faith and receive Your Holy Sacrament with repentant hearts, and to 
keep what we hear and receive upon our lips in holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, You have delivered the saints from fiery trial and raised up the martyr from the darkness 
of death to everlasting life. Give us courage, that we may give bold witness to the truth in our 
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own day and proclaim Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Lord, You have pledged to us Your Spirit and promised to supply Your Church with pastors who 
will preach and teach Your Word. Give us ears to hear and hearts to believe Your Word. Raise 
up those who will serve Your Church in generations to come, that we may never be without the 
aid of those to serve us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, You have power over all things and appoint an order on earth for the protection of the 
weak, the punishment of evildoers and the encouragement of virtue. Bless Donald, our 
president; Brad, our governor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws. Give them 
wisdom for the challenges of our times, and preserve them from self-serving concerns. Give us 
grace, that we may honor the gift of liberty and be good citizens and neighbors to all. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, You have compassion upon all who suffer. Give grace to the sick, to those with mental 
illness, to the dying in their last hours and to those who grieve. Hear us especially for Ron Hill, 
Julie Juell, Shirley Kaiser, Matthew and Timothy Graveson, Marlene Reese, Steve Hudnall, Ray 
Cox, and Tammy Nelson and those we name in our hearts before You. Grant them patience in 
their afflictions, and deliver them according to Your gracious will. Receive our thanks for the 
your faithfulness to Percy Persigehl, for delivering her from her suffering and giving her eternal 
life in Christ; and be the consolation of all who mourn her death. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Lord, You are the source of all wisdom and knowledge. Bless those who teach, those who learn 
and especially those who graduate this year. Be the hope of those whose plans have been 
disappointed, and grant that all graduates would find good employment. Guide them in the 
pursuit of Your Word and truth, to live honorable lives in worthy vocations, that in all things 
You may be glorified. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we rejoice in the Savior’s promise to guard the people who wear Your name by Baptism 
and faith. Until we are with You in Your presence forevermore, guard us against the devil who 
prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking those whom he might devour. Grant us the power to 
resist him and trust in You without fear; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Here, say: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                     

 
The Collect for the Word                                                                                     

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                    

Up through Endless Ranks of Angels               LSB 491 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 

 
 
 
 
 

The Benediction                                                                                      

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you,  
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Amen.  
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
+++ 

 
 

Announcements 
 
In Memoriam + Percy Persigehl | It pleased the Lord to call to glory our sister in Christ, Percy 
Persigehl. Percy will be laid to rest this Wednesday. A brief service will take place at her 
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residence this Wednesday at 1:00 PM, followed by a reception until 4:00 PM. Please allow time 
to find street parking and walk to her home.  
 
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 

be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  
(Rev. 21:4) 

 
Summer Schedule | Memorial Day will arrive before the end of Idaho’s Phase 2 of recovery, so 
we’re effectively moving into our summer activities schedule now. Matins and midweek Bible 
class will resume in the fall. We’re going to take a year off from Vacation Bible School as well. 
Sunday School will resume in the future; for the present time, we’ll be emailing Sunday school 
materials to families. Stay tuned as we continue to restore the normal worship schedule.  
 
Office Hours |  
Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
8:00 am-2:00 pm 
As always, if you’re in need of urgent pastoral assistance, please contact Pastor Pauls at 208-
724-0152. 
 
MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS... | Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken.  This week's topics include: The Netflix Documentary "Tiger King," The Ascension of 
Christ, The Book of Hebrews, The Bodily Resurrection in the Old Testament, "Gentleness" in 
the Bible, and more.  You can listen live or at your convenience at issuesetc.org and on the LPR 
mobile app. 
 
Pastor Pauls New Email Address | With the advent of our new webpage, Pastor Pauls’ 
church email has changed. The old address, tpauls@goodshepherdboise.org , no longer 
works. His new email address is timothypauls@gslcboise.org. 
 
 


